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While an oil company can
keep it operating costs down-
to remain competitive in
the market, it cannot con-
trol inflation and this is a
difficult problem.

%

ANOTHER YEAR OF STABLE OIL PRICES

talk

hailand is likely to see less
fluctuation of oil prices at
east in the next year with the in-
creased stability in the interna-
tional market, M.R. Sarisdiguna
Kitiyakara, Managing Director of
the Shell Company of Thailand
Limited, said in a recent special
interview.

In the issue of
Spotlight Magazine, M.R.
Sarisdiguna said that the suc-
cessful effort of OPEC to hold on
to the agreement to control pro-
duction of oil has brought some
stability to the market.

Furthermore, there is also
the fact that th non OPEC oil
producing countries have tried to
align themselves with the prices
set by OPEC,

As far as Thailand is con-
cerned, he said, the increased
stability in the international market
plan

latest

will enable the country to
better on the purchase of oil for a
longer period.

However, he was quick to
note that the oil prices in Thailand
are not only related to the crude
oil prices in the world market as
local oil prices are based on the
prices of refined products in
Singapore.

“When the crude oil price
in the world market is high in a
particular period, it is possible that
the prices of certain refined pro-
ducts in that period are lower than
the level they should be and vice
versa.” #

On marketing aspect, the
decrease in oil prices has made
market competition, which has
been strong, to become stronger
as oil companies try to increase
their market shares.

“For an oil company in
Thailand the fact one must
seriously consider is whether it
remains possible to make any
profit with an increase in costs
because oil business in Thailand is
under strict price control of the

government.”

w hile an oil company can
keep it operating costs

down to remain competitive in the

market, it cannot control inflations

and this is a difficult problem,

M.R. Sarisdiguna said.

“It is hoped that the
government will look at the infla-
tion factor and consider whether it
is justifiable to allow some ad-
the marketing
margins”’, he added.

justment on




EXPECTED

M.R.Sarisdiguna Kitiyakara
Managing Director

eSS s ————

e~ —

hen asked about his
opinion on another round

W

of possible oil price cut this year, -

M.R. Sarisdiguna said the positive
and negative effects of the oil price
reduction on the country's
economy must be studied careful-
ly, if the price reduction is to take
place. )

He pointed out, however,
that one should not overlook the
effects of the oil price reduction on
the Oil Fund as the Fund was set
up to stabilise oil
facilitate the long-term planning
of the country's
development.

If the size of Oil Fund is
reduced, whether it is caused by
domestic price reduction, in-
creases in oil prices in the interna-
tional market or by any other
reasons, the role of the Qil Fund
in stabilising prices would become
less effective.

C ommenting on the possible

effects of cost control on
Shell's new investment projects,
M.R. Sarisdiguna said that Shell is
not undertaking any new project
at present or making any major
change from what it has already
been doing.

prices to

economic

The new investments
which Shell makes are either to
keep up with the market expan-
sion, to maintain the existing level
of operation or to reduce costs in
the long run.

“If we see a good oppor-
tunity for investment. we will in-
vest in it.”

He admitted, however,
that it has become increasingly
difficult to justify new investments
with the existing small margins on
the sales of oil products.

“If the present situation
continues in the future, we could
find it difficult, for example, to
build service stations in Bangkok.
The service stations may have to
be located on the outskirts of
Bangkok because of the better
alternative use of land in the city.”

When asked about Shell's
opportunity in the LPG market,
M.R. Sarisdiguna said that it was
difficult at the moment to talk
about opportunity in this market
due to the sharp fluctuations of
LPG prices and supply.

“Within a month or two,
the market may see a change from
a shortage situation
supply.”

to over

He noted that gas is pro-
bably the only product which is
directly affected by overseas
market changes as compared to
other petroleum products because
some 70% to 80% of gas for local
consumption are imported.

On the chemical business
of Shell this year. M.R.
Sarisdiguna said that the market
for agrochemical products during
the first half of the year was
depressed due to the low pur-
chasing power of the farmers.

However, it has reached
the bottom and the market is ex-
pected to see some recovery in
the second half of the year. As for
industrial chemical business. it has
shown some improvement this
year with the growth of the in-
dustrial sector. v

The overall prospect of the
chemical business in the latter half
of the year is expected to be
positive, he said. O
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C ommunist oil producers
also providing a larger part
of world supply. In 1982, pro-
duction by the USSR, China and
Eastern Europe remained for the
third year at 14.6 million barrels a
day. When this is added to the
WOCA total, it gives and average
world production in 1982 of 56.4
million barrels a day compared
with 59.4 million barrels a day in
1981.

* More oil substitution

Ithough events such as the

Iran/Iraq war upset supply
capability to a certain extent, the
underlying reason for lower pro-
duction since 1979 is lower de-
mand. Oil price hikes - a 140%
increase during 1979 and
1980 -made oil the focal point of
efforts to reduce spending on
energy and during the present
economic recession it has been oil
that has borne the brunt of con-
sumers’ energy cutbacks. WOCA
demand for oil has fallen by 16
per cent since 1979's record total
of 53 million barrels a day.

I n 1982 WOCA demand

for oil products fell by 3 per
cent on 1981 to an estimated 45.5
million barrels a day. Above
average reductions were seen in
the major industrial markets of the
United States and Japan, both of
which were down by 6 per cent on
the previous "year. Demand in

Western Europe was down by 3
per cent. Demand for some other
forms of energy increased in
1982, with hydro-electric genera-
tion rising by 6 per cent and
generation from nuclear energy by
9 per cent.

* USSR biggest

producer
N atural gas had a flatter year
than oil in 1982. World
production was marginally lower
while demand stayed at the same
level as the previous year. Many
major gas producing countries -
for example the United States and
the Netherlands - reduced pro-
duction, reflecting lower demand.
But in the USSR, production was
raised in line with higher domestic
demand. QOuverall, total production
of 1460 milliard (109) represented

a drop of 5 milliard cubic metres
from 1981.

gas

he USSR is now the largest

individual gas producer
and exporter in the world, though
the United States is still a bigger
gas consumer. These two account
for nearly two-thirds of world gas
consumption. World consumption
has been steadily rising, but in
1982 it remained at the previous
year's level of 1450 milliard cubic
metres. This is equivalent to some
25.8 million barrels a day of oil.

o

*Philip Connolly summarises the main trends to emerge from ‘Oll and gas in 1982’
which will be published shortly as part of the Shell Briefing Service.

It contains detailed information on production, consumplion, processing

and transportation of oil and gas. A separate section looks at the exports and revenues

of the OPEC countries.
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Jan van Dam
Head of the Royal Dutch/Shell
Group’s Production Division, SIPC.

Shell’s Prospects for
Upstream Operation
Remain Bright

ead of the Shall Group’s

Production Division Mr.
Jan van Dam expressed optimism
over the upstream operations of
the Shell Group saying that he
saw a lot of opportunities for the
Group in the oil exploration and
production business.

Mr, van Dam gave a talk
on “The Present Exploration and
Production Strategy of the Shell
Group” to the senior staff of the
Shell Companies in Thailand
recently at the Recreation Room
on the Ground Floor of the Shell
House.

Through the big oil reser-
voirs are still in the Middle East
areas, Mr. van Dam said, Shell
would be looking at future
business opportunity in the areas
outside th OPEC countries.

Shell has to have miximum
involvement in the E & P business
mainly for the reason of the
security of supply but each of the
exploration project to be under-
taken, must be economically
viable.

Mr. van Dam noted that
Shell has been successful in at-
tracting new businesses and new
oil ventures in the past years.

“Many small oil ventures
added togerther Jook quite good
on the whole”

11

He said that there have to
be active exploration and oil field
development in non - OPEC
countries in order to stabilise
crude oil prices and to keep the
OPEC countries to produce at
only 20 million barrels of oil per
day from its previous production
of about 30 million barrels per
day.

“The logic is to look at the
market demand for oil and the
minimum OPEC output” Mr. van
Dam said.

OPEC has cut back pro-
duction and part of the reason was
the result of the increases in pro-
duction from the non - OPEC
countries, Mr. van Dam noted.

On the overall develop-
ment of oil exploration in the past
10 years, Mr. van Dam said that
the change has been slow due to
the sharp fluctuations of supply
and demand for oil in the market
together with the sharp increase in
crude oil prices.

The decline in oil demand
was partly due to the drop in oil
usage, he pointed out, but this will
generally wear off when con-
sumer gets accustomed to the
situation. Another reason for the
decline was the increase in in-
vestment in the long-term energy
efficiency. O
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NATURAL GAS

SUMMARY
(Shell Briefing Service No. 4/1983)

# n 1982, natural gas sup-

ﬂ plied about 20 per cent
of the world’s total primary energy
consumption. Rapid growth- in
natural gas consumption (some
6.5 per cent per annum between
1960 and 1980) has been based
mainly on the availability of readi-
ly accessible, locally produced
supplies and concentrated in a few
countries. i

7~ otal world proven reserves
—H- of natural gas are about
80 000 Gm3 (3000 Tcf),
equivalent to over 500 billion bar-
rels of oil and sufficient to main-
tain present rates of consumption
for about 50 years.

L\ \\ ith certain exceptions the
/‘, international gas trade has
been a relatively small business in
the gast. amounting to only 181
(6.8 Tcf) or some 12 per
cent of total world gas consump-
tion in 1982. It will probably re-
main so for the remainder of this
century but could play an increas-
ingly important role thereafter.

(7 rowth in the demand for

“_¥ natural gas is now becom-
ing increasingly dependent on the
establishment of new markets,
and the geographic expansion of
distribution systems in existing
markets. In the more mature
markets demand prospects ‘will
depend largely on the ability of
natural gas to remain competitive
with other fuels.

A number of questions re-
\

. main about the future of
natural gas in the world energy
scene. There is uncertainty about
the economic viability of bringing
remotely located gas to market.
The inflexibility of gas supply
systems, technological complexi-
ties, security of supply and off-
take, and political considerations
will all have an important bearing
on the future of the gas business.
Nevertheless, natural gas is likely
to play an increasing role in
meeting the world's energy re-
quirements over the longer term.

O
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Photos show: Mr,
J.P.H. Kaasschieter, Head of
Stratigraphic Services and Aduvise,
SIPM knocking the one of the
rock samples to declare open the
Geological Workshop.

-

THAI SHELL OPENS SEISMIC PROCESSING

CENTRE AND A GEOLOGICAL WORKSHOP

n Thursday 15th Septem-

ber, 1983 Dr. P. Merki,
Managing Director of ThaiShell
Exploration and Production
Company Ltd. officially opened a
new seismic data processing cen-
tre which is temporarily located in
the rock sample storage facility on
the premises of Shell House at
Soonthornkosa Road, Klong
Toey.

Until now processing of
seismic data obtained from field
acquisition activities in Thai Shell's
S1 concession. in the Central
Plain some 400 kms north of
Bangkok  was carried out in
Singapore by contractors. In order
to effect more direct control, to
speed up processing and to
reduce costs Thai Shell, in March
1983, decided to go ahead with
construction and operating of its
own seismic processing centre.
The heart of the centre is a Digital
VAX 11/780 computer with 4
magnetic disk drives which

2 A, P,

a Moo

altogether have a data handling
capacity of 1204 Megabytes. Ten
tape units are available for in - and
output control.

Main objective of com-
puterised seismic processing is to
improve the signal/noise ratio of
the signals recorded in the field so
as to facilitate interpretation of the
data. The final product of seismic
processing are so called seismic
profiles which are the main tool
for the geologist and seismic in-
terpreter when trying to locate
structures and rock formations
beneath the earth's surface which
may possibly contain oil and/or
gas.

~ oy having s in - house

. seismic processing centre
Thai Shell is also able to use Shell
proprietary software developed in
the Royal Dutch/Shell Explora-
tion and Production Research
Laboratory in the Netherlands.
These computer programmes will
be used when it comes to the finer



Mr. B.A. Coe, Chair-
man of the Shell Companies in
Thailand (2nd from left) examing
the rock samples while Dr. P.dJ.
Merki (4th from left) and Mr.
Gordon J. Knox, Chief Geologist
(5th from left) are seen given
some information on the
workshop’s process. Also present
are (from left) Mrs. G. Merki and
Khun Precha Phonpraserth.

points of seismic data processing
such as attempting to predict the
geographical extent of a specific
sandstone layer in the bed likely
contains gas, oil or water. The
larger oil companies such as Shell
invest considerable amounts of
money and brainpower in their
Research Centres to continuously
develop more sophisticated
computer programmes with the
aim of enhancing the geological
prediction capability based on
seismic techniques. The ultimate
pay-off is that fewer dry holes will
be drilled.

he VAX computér costs
! 28 m. baht and is available
to Thai Shell via a leasing ar-
rangeme‘nt with Digicon. Seismic
Exploration (Nederland) supplies
the operating staff. Thai Shell
employs three additional Shell
geophysicists to run the seismic
data processing centre which will
work on a 2 shift/7 days a week
basis. In total some 18 personnel
are involved, nine of which are
Thai. In his opening speech Dr.
Merki stressed that this new pro-
cessing cenire underlines th con-
fidence which Thai Shell has for its
future in Thailand.

") rocessing capacity is

. roughly equal to the input
gathering of 2 seismic land crews
in the field. Thai Shell’s seismic
processing centre is the first
seismic processing capability in
Thailand.

' aving been built up to full
. L capability over the last few
months the geological workshop
was also officially opened on the
same day. This workshop pro-
cesses rock samples from the 4
drilling rigs operating upcountry.
Drill cuttings, side-wall samples
and core sections are analysed
under the microscope. described
and tested for hydrocarbon con-
tent. Plugs cut from cores also
allow the determination of the
porosity and permeability of
potential reservoir rocks. Such
results can give the geologist and
production reservoir engineer
useful information about the sub-
surface rock formations and their
potential for oil and gas produc-
tion.

! pon arrival from the well
sites all sample and core
material is cleaned and registered.
The cores are slabbed in two

I8

third - one third parts (one part
going to the DMR). Slabbed cores
are photographed in colour in

photo boxes for recording
sedimentary structures and tex-
tures. From rock samples are also
made so called thin sections of
approx. 25 - 35 micrometres, via
sawing, impregnating, vacuum
drying, further precision sawing
and finally hand grinding. After
completion of the thin sections,
they can be studied with a
petrographic microscope. They
serve the sedimintologist in
determining texture, pore
distribution, degree and type of
diagenesis and mineral composi-
tion of the rock. After examination
all samples are stored for future.
reference.

he workshop and the re-

lated rock sample storage
facility has cost some 16 million
baht including the mechanical
precision equipment. It provides
full time work for three staff, two
of which have Thai nationality. O
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BIOLOGICAL
FACTORIES

V aluable speciality chemicals
are now being produced by
Shell from living factories - tiny
yellow bugs. Each bug. known to
scientists by the official name of
Xanthomonas campestris, makes
Tanthan gum - a polymer that has
many useful applications, based
on its ability to thicken water. It
can, amongst other things. help
pesticides cling to leaves, improve
oil well drilling performance and
enhance oil recovery.
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Shell makes the polymer
by feeding the bug on glucose and
fermentin,c'; it in special reactors -
an example of biotechnology.
Each cubic centimetre of the reac-
tion mixture contains 100 billion
bugs, all busily manufacturing the
pciymer. After 40 hours of
fermentation a straw-coloured,
viscous paste is obtained that
contains the polymer dispersed in
water.

The bugs are then removed
and the remaining gum is fur-
ther concentrated using novel
Shell technology before being sold
either to the enhanced oil
recovery sector as Enorflo-X or to
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other outlets in a grade known as
Shellflo-X.

The great advantage of
Shell’'s Enorflo-X over com-
petitors’ Xanthan gum is that it is
made available in liquid form. This
is easier to handle and dissolve
than the competitors’ powders,
and can be readily pumped and
metered.

A major trial of Enorflo-X
has been taking place in an
enhanced oil recovery project off-
shore Brunei. Water can be used
to push out more oil. from a
reservoir, and by adding thicke-
ners, the viscosity of the in-
jected water is increased so that
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more oil can be recovered.

Xanthan gum has scored
in Bruneibecauseit has the ability
to withstand the severe forces en-
countered during injection into the
reservoir. Shell's Enorflo-X can
continue to function in salty con-
ditions because of its complex and
stable chemical structure.
Reproduction of the polymer
molecule by synthetic industrial
means is neither economically nor
chemically possible due to its great
complexity - only the right bug, in
combination with Shell's
biotechnological expertise, can
reliably manufacture this very
special polymer.
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X anthomonas com-
pestris is by no means the
only microorganism with the abili-
ty to make a polymer, but it at-
tracted attention because it is one
of the more productive. New
strains of xanthomonas are paving
the way for further process im-
provements and applications.
Shell has screened many other
bugs to investigate their potential
and has, in fact, already come up
with a novel strain of polymer-
producing bug. The polymer ob-
tained from this species is being
marketed under the name Enorflo-S
for Enhanced Oil Recovery ap-
plications. It can stand even
higher salinities than Enorflo-X.O

*Philip Connolly reviews two of the latest developments to come out of Shell research laboratories.
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hailand has made signifi-

cant progress in the
development of infrastructure for
road transport during the past 20
years but an emphasis on road
safety has been largely neglected.
Dr. Vijitr Boonyahotra, Secretary
of the National Safety Council of
Thailand, said.

Dr. Vijitr appeared as the
guest speaker at Shell House
recently when the Shell Com-
panies in Thailand organized a

gift from M.R. Sarisdiguna Kitiyakara,after talking

to Shell staff at Shell House.

five-day “Safety Week™ pro-
gramme to promote safety
awareness among Shell staff
members.

The development of road
safety in Thailand remained slow
over the past years while the
country’s road network has ex-

100,000
number of

panded to over
the
vehicles has increased to about

2.2 million. Dr. Vijitr said.

kilometers and

A4

He disclosed interesting
statistics that Thailand recor ded a
high road accident rate of about
150,000 cases per year with some
30,000 persons seriously injured
or killed.

About 65% of these peo-
ple are the young citizen who
could play a major role in the
development of the country in the
future, Dr. Vijitr said.

He pointed out that most
of the accidents in Bangkok and in
major cities occured in the rainy
season when the roads were slip-
pery while accidents in the pro-
vinces and highways normally
occurred in the summer.

In order to reduce the
country’s accident rate and to
promote safety awareness among
the public, the government has
formed the National Safety
Council of Thailand (NSCT)
chaired by Prime Minister General

Prem Tinsulanonda
The talks by Dr. Vijitr

highlighted the conclusion of the
five-day “Sdfety Week"” Pro-
gramme of Shell. Dr. Vijitr talked
about the formation of NSCT, the
NSCT's research and study on
the NSCT's safety
promotion projects. O

safety and

Photo shows: Dr. Viitr (left) recieved a memmorable
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H.E.Pol.Lt. Charn Manoodharm

presided over the opening ceremony of

The first taffic Game Garden

Photo at the top of p. 32 shows

: H.E. Pol. Lt. Charn (3rd from
right) after cutting the ribbon to
officially declare open the Traffic
Game Garden while Khun Precha
Phonpraserth, Shell's Public Af-
fairs Manager (2nd from right) and
other NSCT committee members
look on.

Shell’s Contribution for the First Traffic Game Garden

n an effort to encourage
. children to learn about
road safety and to respect traffic
regulations, the National Safety
Council of Thailand has. for the
first time, launched a large scale
traffic game programme at Dan
Neramitr Amusement Park.

Led by the National Safety
Council of Thailand, the traffic
game programme is also sup-
ported by the Police Department,
concerned government authorities
and the Shell Companies in
Thailand.

The official opening of the
Traffic Game Garden was con-
ducted recently by H.E. Pal Lt.
Charn Manoodharm, Minister of
the Prime Minister's Office, who is
also chairman of the Public Rela-

tions Sub-Committee of the Na-
tional Safety Council of Thailand.

The programme will be
participated by approximately
5,000 children at the age of be-
tween seven and twelve from dif-
ferent schools.

The children will compete
in the traffic game and those who
make the minimum mistakes on
traffic regulations and safety on
the road will become winners.

The 500 finalists will par-
ticipate in the Shell Traffic Game
Week to be held in October, due to-
the flood which inundated most
parts of Bangkok, the Shell Traffic
Game had to be postponed until
further notice.

The Shell Companies in
Thailand have contributed 70.000
baht in assistance to the construc-
tion of a Shell Service Station in
the Garden at Dan Neramitr
Amusement Park. Additionally.
Shell also contributed 20 units of
pedal cars worth totalling 63.200
baht for use in the Traffic Game
Garden.

Another special fund
amounted to 77.000 baht has also
been allocated by Shell as a sup-
plement contribution for use in the
organizing of the Traffic Game
Week and the screening of school
children for the games.

The Shell Traffic Game
Week is expected to be held twice
a year during the school holidays
beginning this year. O
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WAR AND PEACE

EMEMBER the war in

Falklands?
Now the veterans of the

Falklands battles are making
peace not war. A report from
London reveals that a baby boom
has hit the county of Devon in
southwestern England. where a
large number of Falklands war
veterans live. Statistics show that
between April and June this year.
nine to 11 months after the troops
began coming home. the birthrate
rose by 20% as compared to that
of the same period last year. The
birthrate rise was almost eight
times higher than an overall 2.7 %
increase for all of England and
Wales.

Well. at least they are making
peace not war.

‘JUNK’ BUILDINGS

OREIGN oil men in
China will soon be living in
‘junk’ buildings. A report in The
Yangcheng Evening News in
Peking has it that China is plan-
ning to construct nine tall buildings
to serve foreign oil companies
working in the South China Sea.
The design of the buildings,
believe it or not, looks like a fleet
of junks sailing. They promise to
be modern buildings with office
space, medical and other services
and recreational facilities for
foreign specialists with companies
exploring for oil off south China.
So. a word of warning for foreign
oil men who are going to work in
China. You'd better not get sea
sick easily.

RED FACES AND

RED LIGHTS

HE AUTHORITIES at Sao

Paulo in South America
have come up with a new ap-
proach of deal with traffic of-
fenders. They send them to
kindergarten to watch kiddies ride
around play streets on tricycles
and learn traffic rules. The of-
fenders are sent to attend Driver
Re-education Course where they
will learn traffic problems and
watch films on road safety. The
highlight, however, comes at the
end of the course. Embarassed,
the traffic offenders who are
middle-aged men will be led to the
city traffic departments’s kinder-
garten section. There they will sit
on a raised platform in the middle
while a friendly cop explains the
finer points of road safety. “Green
means go, amber means caution
and red means stop” the police-
man told them.
Wonder it will work for Thai traffic
offenders?
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NO SPECTACLES

he Russians are short

sighted. In Moscow, lenses
are in short supply and as much
as a quarter of a million of people
there have been waiting months
for spectacles, according to the
government newspaper lzvestia.
The situation is pretty much the
same in other parts of the Soviet
Union, waiting to be rectified by
people in charge of the ap-
propriate industry. A war veteran
Mr.Khanko seems to experience
the most difficult problem because
he has tried in vain to order
special lenses for the past 10
years. The old man has travelled
to all major cities in the Soviet
Union in his fruitless hunt for his
much needed lenses. But the state-
run optical
unable to provide the special
glasses he needed. Any help from
local lenses exporters?

clinics have been

FOWL BALL

N TORONTO, the New

York Yankee baseball star
Dave Winfield won the game but
lost the money in his recent game
against the Toronto Blue Jays. In
a warmup ball, Mr Winfield hit the
ball and brought down a seagull.
After the game, Winfield, who
knocked in the winning run in the
Yankee's 3-1 victory, was taken
away by police and charged with
cruelty to animals. He was later
released on bail. You can't win
them all, can you? O

S (D

by Daffodil

Khun Pornswan C., our
brilliant scenario writer of the sixth
floor, is really the secret admirer of
Dustin Hoffman, the Shortie who
wears lift to make up. While on a
holiday in drenching downpour in
May 1983 in England, she
sneaked out to see “TOOTSIE”
with brilliant acting of Dustin Hof-
fman during the late evening pro-
ramme in Cheltenham and had to
hop mad, soaked and panting, a
la style de Hoffman in his
“GRADUATE" to catch the last
bus to Winchcombe, Cotewolde.

Another secret fan of our
Micro Dustin Hoffman, is Ms.
Anik V. who had earlier seen
“TOOTSIE"” in her video. a hot
status symbol in vogue in
Bangkok. She thought Jessica
Lange incomparable; in fact she
just realised why our poor hairy
KONG, so violent, yet becoming
surprisingly  spellbound under
Jessica in that famous KONG film!

Khun Kwanjai P., our
up-and-coming Personnels star,
decided to spend her long hot
holiday, after her Personnels
Course at Lensbery, by driving a
car with her equal half and her
close old friend round Europe,
and wisely enough, not poaching
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into the socialistic countries: or
else her car might have been
mistaken for a spy car, like the
recently doomed Korean BOE-
ING 747! However, Khun Kwan-
jai did look up Khun Uthaipan and
his very pleasant wife while in
London, and found them really
very up, mainly because of their
adaptability to the new environ-
ment

Tom Higgins, our new
popular MK., mainly because of
his spontaneous human relations
despite the margin pressure from
chaotic downstream market,
becomes our first MK. who had
made the successful loop by road
from Bangkok to the West Coast
and Suphanburi, Angthong,
Nakornswan before back to
Bangkok. He is not an armchair
philosopher i.e. making deduc-
tions on shoddy second hand in-
formation, but rather, he prefers
empirical knowledge ie. contacts
with the outside world of wheeling
and dealing downstreams,
focussed on the most important
micro economic factor: a pump-
man. Now, the missing link in his
itinerary is the Gulf East.

On Friday 2 September, our
Squash Courts was declared open



by our good-humoured Acting
CH.. Dr. P.J.MERKI, who
made a short but fluent speech
aimed to give the big audience a
big laugh as usual, followed by an
equally funny speech by His Ex-
cellency Dr. Chirayu Israngun, the
Deputy Minister of Industry. Dr.
Chirayu, despite arriving late
because of traffic jam. gave an
exhibition match against Khun
Burapa Attakorn, a smart Thai-
oxonian top executive from the
SRl AYUTHYA Bank. Inciden-
tally, our man of the world,
Precha P. our excellent PA. in
Shell annals, looked very pleased
with the successful squash party.
with plenty of draft beer (400
glasses!) arranged surreptitiously
by Visit S. (EP) and assorted
delicious tit-bits, plus an ex-
travaganza of exotic lullaby from a

Shadow Group. provided by
Chongnonsri...
Lunch Farewell Party to

Pholchant V. on Friday 29 July
at Chai Talay Chanpen
Restaurant.

in Chiengmai, hoping to make his
dough by selling Shell Super by
Horn Drum Pump, and, alaspoor
him, also hoping to sell LPG. and
salt to be brought piece-meal from
Smudsongkram.!

Dinner Farewell to Archan Pinyo
and “ORD’’ SIRICHALI of INF.
at Chai Talay Chanpen Res. on

So after a long hectic period
of 30 years with Shell Thailand.,
covering 5 H.O.s. i.e. Suriwonse.
National Stadium, Patpongse.
Wireless Rd. and finally our brand
new H.O.-C.N.S.H.O.. more or
less in the same knalogy like ‘Mae
Ploy' in "SI PHAEN DIN". the
classic novel written by
M.R.Kukrit P. Pholchant, no
doubt an accentric man, often
fashioned himself after Vitorio
Gassman in ‘Rhapsoby’ first
shown in 1954 by drinking
Champagne with squeezed
orange in Chiengmai and sang
beautiful ‘Gypsie Aire’ in Thai
version. He is now settling down

5/9/83.
riends gathered in the
F evening at the restaurant to
bid farewell to the famous “twins":
Archan Pinyo, a great womaniser
who has never a moment seen
without a pretty chick,
Sirichai, who has his famous
hang-out somewhere in Siam.
Well, Khun Charan C. highly
regarded for her all round ver-
satility, wished the “twins” on
behalf of the friends, both present
and absent that Shell have
definitely been losing rare nug-
gets, that the aim of all lives is to
fulfil one's potentials, and they
were leaving us on that purpose,
we therefore, even with deep
regret, would not be on Archan
Pinyo and Sirichai's way.
P recha P. is delighted that
the response to the
“SPOTLIGHT" magazine is very
favourable both in private and
public sectors. A.J.Landsmeer
from E.P..a bilingual Dutch, is
certainly an excellent populariser,

a task achieved by only a person
of high [.Q.

Pirakit V.,our veteran
able editor, has done a real pro-
fessional job. My hat off to them
alll

and
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Khun Pridi S. was cer-
tainly touched that so many Shell
staff volunteered to donate blood
(group O) at the Blood Bank,
Chulalongkorn Hospital on
Thursday 8 September for the
blood transfusion to his wife,
Khun Penny. We spotted Ron
Dodsworth in the volunteer
group as well. Certainly,the Shell
spirit within the - multinational
framework is touching! .And, of
course, get well' Khun Penny!

Our dear Chairman,Mr.
B.A.Coe, a born optimist
because of his perpetual smiles,
arrived back in office on Monday
12 September,looking a bit sun-
tanned and well-charged. As
usual,he good -humouredly said
“Hullo" to those he met while on
the move between floors. In-
cidentally,while in England,he
achieved a brilliant"Eagle” on Par
5 of 516 yards by shooting two on
the green and subsequently mak-
ing no mistake of his seven footers
put. Well, congrats, Sir,having
Chairman on top form shooting
EAGLE among the world of 50
millions golfers - most of them
oddly enough, are poor duffers! -
augurs well for the Shell com-
panies in Thailand. !

Golf Farewell to Vuthichai L. on
Saturday 17 September at Don
Muang Golf Course.

A moment of truth! So
around 30 odd Shell golfers.
braved the heavy downpour and
flood along the Viphavadee
Rangsit Rd. to tee off at the Don
Muang Golf Course,in honour
of our micro Vuthichai, who
had retired from Shell effec-



tive 1.9.83 after joining Shell in
1953. Our Chairman Mr.B.A.
Coe,casual.dapper and on the
top of the world as usual.and our
MD..M.R.Sarisdiguna,the first
tangible result of Shell Group long
terms objective of full regionalisa-
tion, having put on weight a little
bit, despite his long leave in the
U.K..famous for the tasteless fast
food of fish and chips. and the
Prime Minister's Question Times.
did also surprisingly show up and
tee off in high spirits amidst the
pewter clouds and drizzling rain.

We had a ritual lunch at
the Club House afterwards,
where the Chairman distributed
the souvenirs (golf shirts, s-size to

Vuthichai). the first prize to
Ruangsilpa, our Samson
without hair shorn, and the

second prize to Arthorn V., our
good-natured ex-Shell staff.

The Chairman had to leave
the rather loaded party after his
typical English lunch funny speech
doctored to Thai humour. just to
see his wife at the airport who
would be arriving shortly that day.

Farewell Dinner for Sukrees’
retirement on 31.8.83 at Chai
Talay Chanpen

So after 35 years and 337
days.Sukree S.. our Field
Supervisor retired on 31.8.83.

Sukree started his shell career in
CNS.garage, so small wonder he
has been wellknown:after all those
Sales Reps and a certain OPS.
people who had to run on the

‘road had to be tested and nursed

by him roadwise. There were
around 300 guests:contractors,
transporters(road and water).
pump fitters, and last but not least,
our MKO..Siritas P. Everyone
enjoyed the food and drinks in-
cluding good music, provided as
usual by CNS. Khun Siritas made
a touching farewell speech with
the lighter side on Sukree's
technical career, drawing a big
laugh from the rather loaded
audience. Finally.MKO. gave a
farewell souvenir on behalf of the
appreciative audience: a golden
necklace with Budha amulet to
look after Sukree forever after his
retirement.....

Denpong P. tall
towering self-made PN suddenly
became a chief matineé idol on
Moanday 15 October, 1983 of the
sixth floor by organising an after-
noon tea party among Personnel
staff to celebrate his birthday :
no lit candles blown out, so no

our

one at the party knew exactly his
real age, except Pooky his supper-
active secretary. Our kind Chair-
man, splendid in Thai silk king-
designed coat, a Cantabrigean
who believes in Oxford motto

once. ‘Mens sana in capore sono’
(as his winning the Evan's Cup on
Sunday 2nd October, and the
same net golf score of 69 on
Saturday 8th ‘October suggests !
walked to the party but after a few
chats with Denpong left the party
in a hurry for other engagements.

We wish to record our sincere
thanks to Khun Kasom dJarti-
kvanich and his extremely nice
better half, Khun Nualprang
for inviting our MD and Khun-
ying Day, our high flier Ban-
thoeng P. who attaches so
much importance to the family
and the sanctity of marriage, and
Khun Pridi (who could not
make it because of his illness) to
the wonderful Thai lunch to wel-
come Hang Wijma (who left
Shell Thailand as Operations
Manager in 1966 and his lovely
wife, Andrien)

Gwladus & Glyn
Adams, a very nice Welsh cou-
ple looked refreshed and charged
up after their long home leave,
during which, among other places
of interest, they visited the beaufi-
ful Grand Canyon in the US and
the Disneyland, where they met
those world famous carton cha-
racters such as the Goofies who
very often goof off than nat, and
enjoying the riding of hair-raising
roller-coasters.

Late news : Khun Kasom Jartikvanich passed away on Friday 21st
October, 1983 at his beach house in Rayong. We wish to
extend our heartlelt condolences and sincere sympathy to
Khun Nualprangand her family for their great sorrow.
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Plaque and prize for the runner-up.

Photo shows : (Page 38) Mr. Coe (standing 5th from letf) and Khun Precha Phonpraserth (6th from

left) with the winning and runner-up teams.

Satit Chula-Winner of the 1983 Shell T.V. Quiz Programme

The Chulalongkorn University Demonstration-
School (Satit Chula) emerged as the winner of the
1983 Shell T.V. Quiz Programme in the final round-
of competition against Debsmn SchooI on Television-
Channel 9. ¢

Satit Chula scored 10 points as agamst Deb- .
sirin’s 6 in an exciting match which marked the end. .

of the 1983 season of Shell T.V. Quiz Programme
recently.

After the competition, Chairman of the Shell
Companies in Thailand Mr. B.A. Coe presented
the winner plague to the Principal of Satit Chula,
Asst. Prof. Anek Hiran together with a cash prize
of 10,000 baht to support the school’s education
equipment programme.

The Debsirin School, meanwhile, was awarded-
the runner-up plaque and a cash prize of 8,000 baht.

Members of the Satit Chula’s team were
awarded a cash prize of 5,000 baht while those of
Debsirin received 4,(_)0()_bah£.

The students were also given an extra 100
baht for each correct answer they made during the
competition.

Mr. Coe, who had followed the programme
since the beginning with keen interest, took the
role of the quiz master in the final round of the
competition. Questions were asked in English to
test the students’ knowledge on various subjects
and their proficiency of the English language.

The 1983 Shell T.V. Quiz Programme marked
the 18th year of successful Shell’s support of educa--
tional programme on television. Some 32 schools
sent in their teams to participate in the 1983 pro-
.gramme which was held weekly on Television
Channel 9 during June 21 and October 11. O
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Uraiwan Sriratanatum:
Sales Technical, Lab
Chemist (Dip. in Anal.
Chem, Chulalongkorn
Univ. & B.Sc. (Chemistry)
Kasetsart Univ.)

ANE 2 > SFT

Suruk Sujaritputangoon:
Lab Technician, Pro-
duction Function (B.Sc.,
Chem., Eng,
Mongkut's Inst. of Tech.)
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Sanga Thanakitcharu :
Transport Supervisor, Pro-
duction Function TSEP-
CO (Automotive Mecha-
nics . Wiesbaden State
Inst. of Tech.)

Nongyao Koteratanugul
Asset & G.I. Clerk,

Finance Function, TSEP
CO. (B.A.-Accounting.
Bkk. Collage)
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Kaweepoj Worayingyong:
Civil Engineer : Ph.D.
(Civil Eng.) University
of Texas

Somhan Thumprasert-
wong : Geologist, Explo-
ration Function TSEPCO
(B.Sc. Geology, Chula
University)
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Thiti Mekavichai : Tech-
nical Assistant, Explora-
ting (B.Sc. Geography,
Sri Nakharinwirot Uni-
versity)

Chakriya Charusri-
bandhu : Housing (EPA/
13), Admin. & -Pers.
(B.Sc., Merki, Eng,
Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity)

Sripen Chunhachacha-
valkul : Secretary, Pro-
duction (B.Sc. Art &
Letter, Portland State
University)
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Soomthorn Lertlakanya:
Despatcher, Production
Function (B.Sc. Chem.
Eng., King Mongkut's
Inst. of Tech)
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Sophon Sawangchit
Telex and Radio Operator,
Administration and Per-
sonnel, TSEPCO
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Sutin Wongwiseskul
Telex & Radio Operator,

Administration & Per-
sonnel Function TSEPCO

Valaya Sangsuphan :
Project Account (M.B.A.
University of Detroit)
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Buffet Dinner for Mr. and Mrs. Jan van Dam

Dr. Merki, on behalf of Thai Shell Exploration and Production Co., Ltd.,
and his wife hosted a buffet dinner for Mr. Jan van Dam, Head of Production
Division of Shell International Petroleum Maatschappij B.V., The Hague and
Mrs. Nicole van Dam at the Ambassador Hotel on 5th September, 1983.

Upper left photo shows: (from left) Mrs. Huizer, Mr. Huizer, Mrs. Merke, the
guests of honourand Dr. Merki. ©
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NEW OIL FIND BY THAI SHELL
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THAI SHELL PROGRESS

hai Shell Exploration and Production Company

Ltd., a subsidiary of the Royal Dutch/Shell
Group, has completed the drilling of well* Mae
Nam Nan-3, located in Changwat Uttradit. This
well was a follow-up to wells Mae Nam Nan 1 and
2 in the same area, both of which had encountered
non-producible oil indications.

Mae Nam Nan-3 was drilled to a total depth
of 1222 m and encountered two oil sands at
around 1000 m depth. Flow tests carried out to
date indicate that although technically producible
oil is present, the reservoir pressure at this shallow
depth is insufficient for the well to flow by itself.
Any production in this area then will have to rely
on the pumping of the oil from the ground.

The crude is of waxy nature similar to Phet
crude from the Sirikit Field. It has hardly any
assoicated gas and its specific gravity appears to
be considerably heavier than the 39° API average
of Phet crude.

At this early stage, there is insufficient
information vailable to decide whether the new oil
find is a commercial proposition or not. Thai Shell
has suspended the well pending further tests with
pumping equipment later in the year. Additional
seismic work is required as well and the drilling of
several outstep wells will be necessary in order to
make a first assessment of the size and lateral
extent of the oil reservoir in the ground. O
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